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“I have recommended the team to many friends and colleagues in the UK and beyond, and all have 
come back with the same positive reports.” 

- Rob Tucker, Founder and Chief Operating Officer, Quixel Limited. 

Profile 
 
Revolution in Online Video Distribution.  
Quixel encodes and distributes hundreds of terabytes of high value broadcast quality video content 
for blue chip companies and broadcasters such as Apple, ESPN, Poker Stars, Williams F1, Hilton 
Hotels and the BBC. 
 
Quixel Connect uploads YouTube video up to 20 times faster than normal. Additionally, it speeds 
content through YouTube's Content ID system up to 50 times faster.  
The application debuted at TechCrunch Disrupt in San Francisco, California.  
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Challenges 
 
It all started with the founder of a new technology company whose ambition was to dramatically 
transform the process of delivering professional broadcast content from production company or 
broadcaster. The incumbent technologies & processes were slow, hardware-based & expensive, and 
the combination of increased broadband speeds &high processing power of desktop computers at 
that time led us to believe everything was in place for a global, industry-wide overhaul. We wanted to 
create a system using Public IP, consumer browsers & desktop computers that allowed the efficient, 
worldwide distribution of professional film and TV video files. The requirements for this project 
seemed admittedly preposterous. Files in excess of 150GB, security strong enough for Hollywood 
studios to pre-screen unreleased £100M budget movies, availability on every internet connected 
computer, smartphone and tablet worldwide and encoding and transfer requirements that did not exist 
at that time. 
The main challenge was to overcome technology barriers and develop the software product that is 
able upload a large amount of video at high speed. The secret behind its savings is understanding 
how Content ID works, then simplifying the necessary steps. 
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Solution 
The team not only won the business through a professional & meticulous project proposal, but 

went on to build the entire Quixel platform, which is a staggering achievement of complexity and 
scale. Nothing we were developing had been done before, so developers couldn’t refer to any blogs 
or established literature when running into problems. 
Everything had to be solved on the fly, and nothing could slip due to pre-existing contractual 
agreements with upcoming clients. The list of achievements is endless: 
 

- World first professional HTML5 Video Players 
- Streaming 4K video over public IP (in 2012) 
- Simultaneous encoding and uploading process that is now patented worldwide 
- Delivering Quixel to 20+ blue-chip clients including The International Olympics Committee, 

BBC, Laureus, The Webbys, the Laureus World Sports Award, The 2012 UEFA European 
Championships, ESPN, Nike and many more. 

- The IOC alibe deliverd 1,000’s of hours of broadcast content from 2012 Olympic Games to 
over 150 broadcasters around the world through their Quixel platform. 

- Publishing a three-minute Apple ProRes 4444 video to YouTube and Content ID takes 1 hour 
54 minutes, from start to finish. Quixel Connect shaves the upload time to 9 minutes 54 
seconds, and the Content ID time to 1 minute 57 seconds. 

- In addition, there are the environmental savings of Quixel Connect, its files reduce data center 
power consumption by 98 percent. 

 
The technology that the developers built is now being used by YouTube for their enterprise 
customers, I don’t believe there could be a higher recommendation for development innovation and 
quality.  

 

Project Size 
Team:     6-7 team members over 2 years 


